
 
 
Nancy Della Pia Announces Her Candidacy for Owego Town Council 
 

 
 
A local resident since 2009, and a New York resident since 1999, she brings a wealth 
of experience from being an Air Force wife (and mother), moving numerous times 
and engaging in each new community, its schools and its sports programs. She was 
elected twice to the Burnt Hills/Ballston Lake School Board. As Board President she 
advocated for and worked to pass its budget in a growing and diverse community.  
She’s a graduate of the University of Wisconsin School of Nursing, who worked for 
public health departments in both inner city and rural settings, as a community 
organizer and clinic supervisor. She provided health assessment, health education 
and referral to families, including refugees. She was elected and served as President 
of two professional unions.  
 
Della Pia has been attending Town Board meetings all year and has identified several 
issues she wants to work on. Financial responsibility is a major area that can be 
summed up in three words-Highway Department Building.  After Supervisor 
Castellucci failed to negotiate a joint Town/Village Highway Department Building 
following the 2011 Flood, he oversaw the sale of the Highway Department Gravel Pit-
where extra equipment could be stored, gravel obtained, and residents could dispose 
of yard waste. His $6 million building, being built next door to the Town Hall, is now 
approaching $12 million. He needs to re-create additional storage at the Hwy 434 
site and pay for a new source of gravel.  Della Pia would join the two financially 
conscious Council Members to rein in spending and question sources of moneys. By 
assuming the paid position of Budget Manager, Supervisor Castellucci has removed 
an important and necessary check and balance. 
 
In addition, the Town has or will receive $1.5 million in COVID Relief aid. No plans 
for these stimulus funds have been put forth. Della Pia would provide oversight, not 
blanket approval of the use of these funds. Her opponent in the race consistently 
approves without question all plans put forth by the Supervisor. 
 



Della Pia has observed a lack of responsiveness to the concerns of town residents.  
After repeated calls to the Supervisor, a resident expressed her concern at a board 
meeting. The streetlight that normally illuminated the stop sign near her home was 
out.  The lack of light was a safety issue that should have been immediately referred 
to the contract company that takes care of lighting. In another ongoing problem 
several residents complained about a neighbor disturbing an entire neighborhood 
with a dog barking, dirt bike riding on the streets, and revving cars, the County 
Sheriff’s Department and the State Police have told neighbors that without a noise 
ordinance, their hands are tied. Supervisor Castellucci won’t support establishing a 
noise ordinance. 
 
Della Pia shares County Candidate Raia’s concerns about access, communications, 
and transparency of government.  Although the Town of Owego has a new Webpage, 
it has much outdated information.  The top of the page advertises a fundraiser for 
the 911 Memorial.  Although the County puts its meetings in the PennySaver, the 
Town does not. Minutes of Town Council meetings are months behind in posting to 
any webpage. The Village Board broadcasts their meetings as well as putting them 
on YouTube; the Town meeting is not recorded. Della Pia would insist on recording 
meetings to make them accessible to residents. 
 
Finally, going forward, the town will have to make decisions about involvement in the 
“Marijuana Regulation & Taxation Act.” New York State (NYS) is modeling its laws 
after Massachusetts’.  As rules stand right now, sales at legal dispensaries will be 
taxed 13% with 9% going to NYS, 1% to Tioga County and 3% going to the 
municipality.  This will provide tax funds, jobs and help to many people. 
 
Vote Della Pia to ensure we have a fiscally responsible, transparent, and responsive 
Town Council. Please make your plan to vote. Go to the Tioga County Board of 
Elections website for early voting dates or to find your polling place on November 2nd.  
 

 


